Document of the Month

With the arrival of low-cost computers in early 80s, India witnessed the beginning of the era of
personal computers. India, however, started taking her first steps towards computerisation in the early
50s and the first-generation main-frame computer for scientific computations, was commissioned in
1960, at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR), Mumbai. By this time, IBM computers
had also entered the Indian scene followed by International Computers and Tabulators (India) Limited
(ICT) — an Indian arm of a British Company. Business computer division of ICT that later formed a
part of International Computers Limited (ICL) had by this time started exporting computers to different
countries all over the world.

Coincidently, Godrej too made its foray into the computer regime around the same time. Sohrab
Godrej, whose eclectic life we celebrate this year, served on the Board of Directors of the ICT which
supplied not only ICL computer systems for our in-house computer department but also provided
training to our staff.

The Document of the Month for February reveals a different side of the man who took equal interest
in the country’s heritage and in its technological development. Godrej Archives invites you to take a
sneak peek into the Minutes of Meetings of Board of Directors of ICT held in February 1967 while
Sohrab Godrej was on Board and also the photograph taken in 1970s of Computer Services Division
with installed ICL computers.

Computer Services Department, 1970s
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