Document of the Month

“One of the finest factories...especially in regard to the welfare, education and housing of
the workers” — Malaysian MP Tan Toh Hong, once commented on the attention paid to
employees’ welfare at Godrej.

Document of the Month for October 2014, is, in a way, a validation of that statement. The
document, dated 10t October 1964, is a draft circular that reports about the zealous
implementation of the Central Government’'s Workers’ Education Scheme of 1963 at Godrej
Soaps Ltd. It appears that Godrej was, in fact, a few steps ahead in that regard, having
already sent four batches of workmen for fully funded training sessions, long before the
announcement of the Scheme. Interestingly, the document mentions Sakharam Memane, as
the first worker who was sent to the Workers’ Education Centre at Bandra and throws light
on the exact operations of the Workers’ Training Programmes and literacy classes as
organised by Godrej.




